
HOUSE BILL 18-1138 

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Arndt, Hooton, McKean, Thurlow, Herod, 
Lontine, Melton, Michaelson Jenet, Valdez, Hansen, Kennedy; 
also SENATOR(S) Zenzinger, Martinez Humenik, Moreno, Tate. 

CONCERNING STANDARDIZING PUBLIC OFFICIAL OATHS OF OFFICE, AND, IN 
CONNECTION THEREWITH, PROVIDING A UNIFORM OATH TEXT AND 
ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR TAKING, SUBSCRIBING, 
ADMINISTERING, AND FILING PUBLIC OATHS OF OFFICE. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado: 

SECTION 1. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly 
finds that: 

(a) Almost every state and local elected or appointed public official 
must by statute take some type of oath or affirmation of office; 

(b) Oath or affirmation statutory provisions are not consistent; 

(c) Most oath or affirmation statutory provisions are silent or 
incomplete regarding the text, process, and timing of an oath or affirmation; 

(d) Many oath or affirmation requirements are anachronistic; and 

Capital letters or bold & italic numbers indicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes 
through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and such material not part of act. 



(e) Statutory oath or affirmation inconsistencies should be 
harmonized and the statutes regarding oaths and affirmations of public 
office should be updated. 

(2) Now, therefore, the general assembly determines and declares 
that it is in the public interest to establish a single, consistent text for all 
oaths and affirmations of office and a consistent process for oaths or 
affirmations to be in writing, signed, administered, and filed; and to repeal 
outdated oath and affirmation provisions. 

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 24-12-101 as 
follows: 

24-12-101. Form of oath or affirmation for public office - 
requirements for oath or affirmation. (1) Whencvcr any WHEN A person 
is required to take an oath OR AFFIRMATION before he THE PERSON enters 
upon the discharge of ally A PUBLIC office OR position, or busincss or on any 

oath-to-administerit-irr the-fed-km-jug foim:--The-persorr swearing;with-his 
hand upliftcd, shall swear "by the cvcr ivingGod"   THE FORM OF THE OATH 
OR AFFIRMATION IS AS FOLLOWS: 

I [NAME], DO [SELECT SWEAR OR AFFIRM] THAT I WILL 
SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO, AND THE LAWS 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO, AND WILL FAITHFULLY PERFORM 
THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF [NAME OF OFFICE OR POSITION] 
UPON WHICH I AM ABOUT TO ENTER TO THE BEST OF MY 
ABILITY. 

IT IS LAWFUL FOR A PERSON ELECTING TO SWEAR AN OATH TO "SWEAR BY 
THE EVERLIVING GOD" IF THAT PERSON SO CHOOSES. 

(2) THE OATH OR AFFIRMATION MUST BE: 

(a) IN WRITING AND SIGNED BY THE PERSON TAKING THE OATH OR 
AFFIRMATION; 

(b) ADMINISTERED AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 24-12-103; AND 
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(C) TAKEN, SIGNED, ADMINISTERED, AND FILED AS SPECIFIED IN 
SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION BEFORE THE PERSON ENTERS UPON THE 
PUBLIC OFFICE OR POSITION. 

(3) OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, JUDGES OF THE 
SUPREME AND SUBSIDIARY COURTS, AND DISTRICT ATTORNEYS SHALL FILE 
THEIR OATHS OR AFFIRMATIONS OF OFFICE WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
EVERY OTHER PERSON REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE AN OATH OR AFFIRMATION 
OF OFFICE SHALL FILE WITH THE COUNTY CLERK OF THE COUNTY WHEREIN 
THE PERSON WAS ELECTED OR APPOINTED. 

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 24-12-102 as 
follows: 

24-12-102. Form of oaths or affirmations for purposes other 
than public office. Whenever any person is required to take or subscribe an 
oath, and in all cases where an oath is to be administered upon any lawful 
occasion, and such THE person has conscientious scruples against taking an 
oath, he shall be THE PERSON IS permitted to make his A solemn affirmation 
Ul cc g

1

. 1 I 7  ma to' A in 1 y, 1 . y, truly 
dcclarc andaffirm", which equally 
validas if such person had form; and cvciy 

.1.,i56li guilty of Ialsely—UL1., aiiii6 Sna11 liiCuC aiiG it.. pt.if 11 /4..J

iiiflictcd on p isms guilty of pCijuty in the fiib 61 L.1, IN LIEU OF AN OATH. 
WHENEVER ANY PERSON IS REQUIRED TO TAKE AN OATH OR AFFIRMATION, 
OTHER THAN AN OATH FOR PUBLIC OFFICE OR POSITION IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 24-12-101, THE PERSON SHALL TAKE OR SUBSCRIBE THE OATH 
OR AFFIRMATION IN THE MANNER SPECIFIED IN THE PARTICULAR LAW THAT 
IMPOSES THE REQUIREMENT. 

SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 24-12-103 as 
follows: 

24-12-103. Who may administer oaths or affirmations. All courts 
in this state and each judge, justice, magistrate, referee, clerk, and any 
deputy clerk thereof; members and referees of the division of labor 
standards and statistics; members of the public utilities commission; and a-H 
notaries public have power to administer oaths and affirmations to 
witnesses and others concerning any matter, thing, process, or proceeding 
pending, commenced, or to be commenced before them respectively. The 
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courts, judges, magistrates, referees, clerks, and deputy clerks within their 
respective districts or counties; A PERSON DESIGNATED BY THE GOVERNING 

BODY, OR ANY OFFICER THEREOF; and notaries public within any county of 
this state have the power to administer all oaths OR AFFIRMATIONS of office 
and other oaths OR AFFIRMATIONS required to be taken by any person upon 
any lawful occasion and to take affidavits and depositions concerning any 
matter or thing, process, or proceeding pending, commenced, or to be 
commenced in any court or on any occasion wherehrstreh AN affidavit or 
A deposition is authorized or by law required to be taken. 

SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 24-12-104, amend (3) 
as follows: 

24-12-104. Officers in armed forces empowered to perform 
notarial acts. (3) In the taking of acknowledgments and the performing of 
other notarial acts requiring certification, a certificate indorsed upon or 
attached to the instrument or document which THAT shows the date of the 
notarial act and which THAT states, in substance, that the person appearing 
before the officer acknowledged the instrument as his OR HER act or made 
or signed the instrument or document under oath OR AFFIRMATION shall be 
sufficient for all intents and purposes. The instrument or document shall not 
be rendered invalid by the failure to state the place of execution or 
acknowledgment. 

SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 20-1-101, amend (1) 
as follows: 

20-1-101. Bond and oath or affirmation of district attorney and 
staff. (1) Every district attorney, before-entering-ttpcir the-dtgies-af-his 
riffireTshafFtake-ancf-subscribe-arr oatirto-suPPort-the-constitution-afthe 
United-States-and-the-orgarric-favv-of-the-state-and-that-he-will-faithfuliy 
discharge-the--duticrofhis-office:-He CHIEF DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY, 

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY, SPECIAL DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY, AND 

ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY SHALL TAKE AN OATH OR AFFIRMATION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. A DISTRICT ATTORNEY shall also 
execute to the people of the state of Colorado a bond in the sum of five 
thousand dollars with a good and sufficient individual, schedule, or blanket 
corporate surety bond or other acceptable security, to be approved by the 
secretary of state, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of his 
OR HER office, as the same are prescribed by law, and upon any breach of 
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such bond, an action shall lie thereon for the benefit of any county fund or 
person injured thereby. 

SECTION 7. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 20-1-201, repeal (3) 
as follows: 

20-1-201. Deputies - chief deputies - staff. (3) Refore-sucir deputy 
istiict attoink.,yS, k., ii puty district at oin ys, or special deputy district 

attonter-enter-trithe-duties-of-their-offireTther shafFfiie-wier-the . . . 
s 1 taiy o stat t 1 oat 1 o o lc rcqun by law to be filedby disttn,t

. . 
y 1 la attorneys. 

SECTION 8. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 20-1-205, repeal (2) 
as follows: 

20-1-205. Assistant district attorneys. (2) ry such asJ1stant  
district attorney7before-entering-nporrthe-duties-of-affice7shalffile-witir the 
seeretary-of-statt-the-oath-ofoffice-requireci-brfavr toin-fricd-br dist-riet 
attorneys-and-shall-hol-d-offire-at-tire-pfeastrre-of the-distritt-attorner by 
whorrrhe-i-s-appointrd-.-S-treir assistantdistrietattorncy, before entering upuir 
the-drrt-i-es-of offreeTmay-be-requiredTarthe-distrietattorner nrardireet;to 
1like bond as that required to bei y district attorneys. 

SECTION 9. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 23-20-103 as 
follows: 

23-20-103. Oath or affirmation of regents. The members of the 
board of regents before cnt- ing upon their duties, shall take and su scii 
to the • g AN oath or affirmation "I y swear (or affirm) that 
i-wil-l-support-the-constitution--of-the-United-States-and-of-the-stat-e-of 

 

Pe 

 

tens OI ili 

 

, 

  

• • ,, Said  y my . oath or affirmation 
shall-be-frirci-irr the-offire-of-tire-seeretarrof Slat. IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 10. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 23-20-109 as 
follows: 

23-20-109. Treasurer - duties - bond. The board of regents shall 
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elect a treasurer of the university, who shall hold his or her office at the 
pleasure of the board. The treasurer shall keep a true and faithful account 
of all moneys MONEY received and paid out by him or her and shall pay all 
warrants and checks as presented. Before ig upon the duties of his  
her-off-tee, he-or she THE TREASURER shall take antl-sabsQRA, an oath that 
he or slrvwill faithfully ik.4 OR AFFIRMATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. He or she shall also give a bond in 
the penal sum of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars, conditioned for 
the faithful discharge of his or her duties as treasurer, that he or she will at 
all times keep and render a true account of all moneys MONEY and other 
valuables received by him or her as treasurer and of the disposition he or 
she has made of the same, and that he or she will at all times be ready to 
discharge himself or herself of the trust and to deliver up when required by 
said board all moneys MONEY, notes, bonds, and other valuables entrusted 
to him or her. The bond shall have two or more sureties and be approved as 
to its form and the sufficiency of its sureties by the board of regents, the 
attorney general, and the secretary of state, who shall endorse their approval 
on the same. The bond shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

SECTION 11. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 23-40-104, amend 
(1)(b)(VIII) as follows: 

23-40-104. Board of trustees. (1) (b) (VIII) Each trustee shall take 
aid su seri c to t11L, AN oath of officc prescribcd by the constitution of  
state-before-entering-I:Ton-  the-duties-of hirorher officeTwhicir oath-shall 
be-pl-ereed-and--kept-on-fife-fir-t-h-e-erfftc-e-erFt-he-sterettry-of-state OR 
AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 12. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 23-41-103 as 
follows: 

23-41-103. Oath or affirmation of trustees. Every trustee 
ppointcd, bcfore cntcring up 

 

is officc, shall take an oath 

 

ttr-strpport-the-constitution-aft-heiinited-Stater and-the-constitution-of- this 
stet-e-and-t-o-faithfulir perferrn-the-duties-of-his-office-to-the-best-of his 

ankfurrderstanding OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
24-12-101. 

SECTION 13. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 23-51-102, amend (5) 
as follows: 
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23-51-102. Board of trustees - creation - members - powers -
duties. (5) A vacancy of an appointed member of the board of trustees shall 
be filled by appointment by the governor for the unexpired term. A vacancy 
of either of the elected members of the board of trustees shall be filled by 
election for the unexpired term. Each member of the board of trustees shall 
take and subscribc to tire AN oath of office presuibed by thc constitutiuiruf 
this-state±efore-entering-ttPerr the-duties-of the-offirerw'hielr aatir shafl±e 
placed-and-kept-on-fife-irr-tire-offire-of-the---seeretary-of-state OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 14. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 23-52-102, amend (5) 
as follows: 

23-52-102. Board of trustees - creation - members - powers -
duties. (5) Any vacancy in the office of an appointed member of the board 
of trustees shall be filled by appointment by the governor for the unexpired 
term. Any vacancy in either of the elected offices on the board of trustees 
shall be filled by reelection for the unexpired term. Each trustee shall take 
and subscribc to thc AN oath of officeprescribcd by the constitution of this 
state-before-entering-11170n-  the-daties-cif-the-riffire7which-ciatir shafFbe 
placed-and--keprt-on--fife-irr-the-office-of-the-sreretary-of-state OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 15. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 23-53-102, amend (5) 
as follows: 

23-53-102. Board of trustees - creation - members - powers -
duties. (5) A vacancy of an appointed member of the board of trustees shall 
be filled by appointment by the governor for the unexpired term. A vacancy 
of either of the elected members of the board of trustees shall be filled by 
election for the unexpired term. Each member of the board of trustees shall 
take and-subscribe to thc AN oath of 0 ‘,bLa ibcd by the constitution of  
this-state±cfore-enteringlIPorr the-duties-of the-office7whiciroaershall±e 
piaeed-and--kept-on-fite-irr-t-he-offree-of-the-seeretary-of-st-at-e OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 16. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 23-54-102, amend (5) 
as follows: 

23-54-102. Board of trustees - creation - members - powers - 
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duties. (5) Any vacancy in the office of an appointed member of the board 
of trustees shall be filled by appointment by the governor for the unexpired 
term. Any vacancy in either of the elected offices on the board of trustees 
shall be filled by reelection for the unexpired term. Each trustee shall take 

subscribeand
 

AN oath of
. 

p by the constitution of this 
state-before-entering-uPorr the-dttties-of-the-offrce7-whiefroath-shaH-be 
placed-and-kept-on-fife

 

in Cr Lary of state OR 
AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 17. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 23-56-102, amend (5) 
as follows: 

23-56-102. Board of trustees - creation - members - powers -
duties. (5) A vacancy of an appointed member of the board of trustees shall 
be filled by appointment by the governor for the unexpired term. A vacancy 
of either of the elected members of the board of trustees shall be filled by 
election for the unexpired term. Each member of the board of trustees shall 
take alid subscribe to tIJA, AN oath of office piescii c y the constitutioinrf 
this--state±efore"-enteringiVen-the-chtties-of the-affice7which-oatir shali-be 
pfaeed-and-kept-orr-fife-nr-the-offtee-of--the-seeretary-of-state OR 
AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 18. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 23-70-102, amend (2) 
as follows: 

23-70-102. Auraria board - membership - terms - oath or 
affirmation - voting. (2) Each member of the Auraria board shall take and 
subscribcto the AN oath of office prescribed by the constitution of this state 
before-entering-ttPent the-duties-of his-affice7whicir eiatirshalfbe-Pfaced-and 
kept-on-fife-in-the-erffire-cf-the-seeretarrof-state OR AFFIRMATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 19. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 24-22-101, amend (1) 
as follows: 

24-22-101. Oath or affirmation - bond and sureties - conditions 
of bond. (1) On or before the second Tuesday in January after his OR HER 
election, and before entering upon his dutics, the state treasurer shall take 
and salrscrrbe

.  
AN oath required-by-the-state constitutiva OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101 and shall give a 

PAGE 8-HOUSE BILL 18-1138 



bond to the people of the state of Colorado in the sum of one million 
dollars, with not less than ten individual sureties or one or more surety 
companies authorized to do business in this state. The bond and each surety 
shall be approved by the governor and the attorney general and held in the 
custody of the secretary of state. 

SECTION 20. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-10-105, amend 
(1)(e) as follows: 

30-10-105. When office becomes vacant. (1) Every county office 
shall become vacant, on the happening of any one of the following events, 
before the expiration of the term of office: 

(e) The incumbent's refusal or neglect to take his AN oath of  
OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101, to give or 
renew his OR HER official bond, or to deposit such oath-and bond within the 
time prescribed by law; 

SECTION 21. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-10-110, amend (1) 
as follows: 

30-10-110. Bonds or insurance of officers - oath or affirmation. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, every county 
officer named in section 30-10-101, before entering upon the duties of 
office, on or before the day of the commencement of the term for which the 
officer was elected, shall execute and deposit an official bond, as prescribed 
by law. Any such officer shall also take and subscribe the AN oath of officc 
pi sta i y la , lfcfvlc sonic offc f autiruwizcd to adiniiiis 1 ura i, a11d  

deposit 1 the officialo be fried a1tt1 piL.Sta vcd thaewltl1 

OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 22. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 30-10-301 as 
follows: 

30-10-301. Oath or affirmation of commissioners. Each person 
elected as commissioner, on receiving a certificate of his OR HER election, 
shall take an oath to-support-the-constitntiotrafthe-United-States-and-ofthe 
state of o ora o, and to perform theuti s of 

.
his  

abilitrwhich oath;-17cing-endomed-vorrsaid-certifirateTunderthe-hand-and 
seaFof the-persoir administering-it-shall-be sufficient for-said parson to act 
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a~ such euuunssioflci OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

24-12-101. 

SECTION 23. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 30-10-416 as 
follows: 

30-10-416. Clerk to administer oaths - take affidavit or 
deposition. The county clerk and recorders of the several counties in the 
state of Colorado are authorized, within their respective counties, to 
administer all eaths-aferffireTand-other oaths OR AFFIRMATIONS required to 
be taken by any person upon any lawful occasion, and to take affidavits and 
depositions concerning any matter or thing, process, or proceeding pending 
or to be commenced in any court, or any occasion wherein such affidavit or 
deposition is authorized or required by law to be taken. 

SECTION 24. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-10-602, amend (1) 
as follows: 

30-10-602. Coroner and deputy coroner - duties - oath or 
affirmation - bond - insurance. (1) The coroner of each county is 
authorized to appoint a deputy. Any such appointment shall be in writing 
and shall be filed in the office of the coroner. The coroner of each county 
may delegate any of the coroner's powers to one or more deputies who shall 
then have the same duties with respect thereto as the coroner has. Any act 
of a deputy shall be done in the name of the coroner and signed by the 
deputy performing such act. A deputy coroner shall hold office during and 
subject to the pleasure of the coroner. Except as provided in subsection (2) 
of this section, each CORONER AND deputy coroner beforc cntcring the  
duties-of offireTshalffife-witirthe-countl-cferit arr&recorder the-count"' 
the bond and oath of office SHALL TAKE AN OATH OR AFFIRMATION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101 AND FILE THE BOND required by law 
to be filed by the coroner. 

SECTION 25. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal 30-10-607 as 
follows: 

30-10-607. Talesmen - oath. Ifany juror fails to appcar, the corona 
shall immcdiatcly summon thc proper numbcr from thc bystanders, and 
procccd to impancl thcm, and administero owing oath in su stanc : 
113iTitrefers-aterrmir swearTor affirm7that yetrwifi-diligently inquire;-arrd-trtre 
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presentment makeTwhenThow-Tancl-by-whatmeans-the-persorr about-whom 
thirinquest-irbeing-hetd-c-ame-to-his-death7aererding-teryour knowlc d6%, 
and the-eviderree-giverr youTscr-help-yotrerertha 

SECTION 26. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-10-801, amend (1) 
as follows: 

30-10-801. Assessor - election - bond - insurance - term - oath or 
affirmation. (1) A county assessor shall be elected in each county at a 
general election and, except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, 
shall: Give bond to the people of the state of Colorado with two or more 
sufficient sureties, in a sum of not less than six thousand dollars for the 
performance of the assessor's duties according to law and to the satisfaction 
of the board of county commissioners, mid subscii1A, TAKE an oath or 
affirmation fen-the-faithfttl-perforrnanee-af-the-assessor's-duties-as-streh 
assessor, and who shall IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101; be a 
qualified elector of said THE county; and shall hold office for four years and 
until a successor is elected and qualified. 

SECTION 27. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-10-802, amend (1) 
as follows: 

30-10-802. Assessment district - deputy in each - oath or 
affirmation - bond. (1) When the board of county commissioners of any 
county is of the opinion that the assessor is unable to perform the duties of 
office within the time prescribed by law, the board shall divide such THE 

county into assessment districts and shall require the assessor to appoint a 
deputy in each district, who shall: Be a qualified elector of the district; and 
who shall be sworn TAKE AN OATH OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

SECTION 24-12-101; and, except as provided in subsection (2) of this 
section, give bond to the principal. 

SECTION 28. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 31-25-815, amend 
(1)(a) as follows: 

31-25-815. Employees - duties - compensation. (1) The board 
shall employ and fix the compensation, subject to the approval of the 
governing body, of the following, who shall serve at the pleasure of the 
board: 
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(a) A director, who shall be a person of good moral character and 
possessed of a reputation for integrity, responsibility, and business ability. 
No member of the board shall be eligible to hold the position of director. 
Beforc cntcring upon the dutits of his officc, The director shall take an-d 
subscribe to the AN oath of -office OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 24-12-101 and furnish a bond as required by the board. He THE 
DIRECTOR shall be the chief executive officer of the authority. Subject to the 
approval of the board and directed by it when necessary, he THE DIRECTOR 
shall have general supervision over and be responsible for the preparation 
of plans and the performance of the functions of the authority in the manner 
authorized by this part 8. He THE DIRECTOR shall attend all meetings of the 
board and shall render to the board and to the governing body a regular 
report covering the activities and financial condition of the authority. In the 
absence or disability of the director, the board may designate a qualified 
person to perform the duties of the office as acting director. The director 
shall furnish the board with such information or reports governing the 
operation of the authority as the board may from time to time require. 

SECTION 29. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 31-4-304 as 
follows: 

31-4-304. Appointment of officers - compensation. The board of 
trustees shall appoint a clerk, treasurer, and town attorney, or shall provide 
by ordinance for the election of such officers, and may appoint such other 
officers, including a town administrator, as it deems necessary for the good 
government of the corporation, and it shall prescribe by ordinance their 
duties when the same are not defined by law and the compensation or fees 
they are entitled to receive for their services. The board of trustees may 
require of-thenr atr oath-of offree-ancl-zr bond7wit-h-snretr-forthe-faithfut 
dischargc of thcir duties OFFICERS TO TAKE AN OATH OR AFFIRMATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. The election of officers shall be at 
the regular election, and no appointment of any officer shall continue 
beyond thirty days after compliance with section 31-4-401 by the members 
of the succeeding board of trustees. 

SECTION 30. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 31-4-401 as 
follows: 

31-4-401. Oath or affirmation of officers - bonds - waiver -
declaring office vacant. (1) All officers elected or appointed in any 
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municipality shall take an oath or affirmation admmistcrcd L-y the municipal  
judgeTelerkrorother persoir who-is-elcsignatcd by thc govcrnirig-bodrar 
who is authorizedy law to administcr oaths, to suppoi constitution  of  
thc United States and thc statc constitution IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

24-12-101. 

(2) The governing body of any city or town may require, from the 
treasurer and such other officers as it determines proper, a bond, with 
proper penalty and surety, for the care and disposition of municipal funds 
in their hands and the faithful discharge of the duties of their offices. Such 
governing body has the power to declare vacant the office of any person 
appointed or elected to any office who fails to take the AN oath of officc OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101 or give bond when 
required within ten days after he THE PERSON has been notified of his THE 

PERSON'S appointment or election, and it shall proceed to appoint his THE 

PERSON'S successor as in other cases of vacancy. 

SECTION 31. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 32-1-901 as 
follows: 

32-1-901. Oath or affirmation and bond of directors. (1) Each 
director, within thirty days after his or her election or appointment to fill a 
vacancy, except for good cause shown, shall appear-before-an-offirer 
authorizcd to adminis r oaths and take an oath thathe or she will ai y 
perfrimrthe-thrties-of his-or her offire-as-required-brfaw-and-wili-strpport 

eatoradoand—the--laws---made--purstrant—thereto OR AFFIRMATION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE REQUIRED 

BY THIS SECTION. When an election is cancelled in whole or in part pursuant 
to section 1-13.5-513, C.R.S., each director who was declared elected shall 
take the oath rcquircd by this subscction (1) OR AFFIRMATION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE REQUIRED 

BY THIS SECTION, within thirty days after the date of the regular election, 
except for good cause shown. The oath mar be-administered-by-the-county 
.Atrk and recoi r, fC elcrk of re court, by any poison au 
administer oaths in this state, o by the hairrnan of the board and shall be 
filed with the clerk of the court and with the division. 

(2) At the time of filing said oath, thcic shallalso be filcd for each 
director an-individtral7sehedtifeTorbfarrket-stret7 SHALL FILE A bond at the 
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expense of the special district, in an amount determined by the board of not 
less than one thousand dollars each, conditioned upon the faithful 
performance of his OR HER duties as director. 

(3) If any director fails to take the AN oath OR AFFIRMATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE REQUIRED 
BY THIS SECTION, or furnish the requisite bond within the period allowed, 
except for good cause shown, his OR HER office shall be deemed vacant, and 
the vacancy thus created shall be filled in the same manner as other 
vacancies in the office of director. 

SECTION 32. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 35-70-105, amend 
(5)(e)(II) as follows: 

35-70-105. Hearing on petition - election. (5) (e) (II) The 
candidates, according to the number of supervisors to be elected, receiving 
the most votes cast shall be elected. The supervisors elected shall take off= 
upon the taking of an oath OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
24-12-101 and, if required by the state or local board, the filing of FILE a 
bond in the same manner as specified in section 32-1-901. C.R.S. Failure 
to take the AN oath OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
24-12-101 or TO furnish a bond, if required, except for good cause shown, 
shall create a vacancy in the office, and the vacancy shall be filled by the 
next candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the case of a new 
district or by the remaining supervisors as specified in section 35-70-107 
(4). 

SECTION 33. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 37-3-102 as 
follows: 

37-3-102. Oath or affirmation - organization. Each director before 
entering-upon-his-or her-official-duties; shall take and subscribe to an oath 

honestly, faithfully, a 'inpartiafty p rforgrthe-dnties-of-hirorheraffree 
ancl-that-he-or she-will-not-be-interested-direettrorindireetirirr anr contract 

let brsai&district7whielr oatirshallbefledi1  
eottrt-hrthe-original-easeTUrotr taking-the-aathr the OR AFFIRMATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. THE board of directors shall choose 
one of its number as chairman CHAIRPERSON of the board and president of 
the district and shall elect some suitable person secretary of the board and 

• 

PAGE 14-HOUSE BILL 18-1138 



of the district who may or may not be a member of the board. Such board 
shall adopt a seal and shall keep in a visual text format that may be 
transmitted electronically a record of all of its proceedings, minutes of all 
meetings, certificates, contracts, bonds given by employees, and corporate 
acts, which shall be open to the inspection of all owners of property in the 
district as well as to all other interested parties. 

SECTION 34. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 37-21-106 as 
follows: 

37-21-106. Directors to qualify. Within ten days afterreceiving a 
certificate of • as provided in section 37-21-124, Each of said  
dircctors DIRECTOR shall take and subscribetheofficial AN oath and file the 
same togcthci with his OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

24-12-101 AND FILE THE DIRECTOR'S official bond in the office of the county 
clerk and recorder of the county where the organization of the district was 
effected. and-thereupoir assume-the-duties-of-his-aff-ree: 

SECTION 35. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 37-31-115 as 
follows: 

37-31-115. Canvass of vote - certificate of election. Within seven 
days after said election, the board shall meet at the office of the drainage 
district for the purpose of canvassing the vote cast at said election, and shall 
issue a certificate of election to the candidate receiving the highest number 
of votes for said office, and shall file a statement of the result of said 
election in the clerk and recorder's office of Mesa county, Colorado. Within 
ten-days-after receiving a-certificatc oft-icction, The director certified to be 
elected shall take and-sith&eribe-the-afficial AN oath and fric the-sante; 
together with his crffn,ial bend, in thc aff-icc of thc k,uunirclerk and-ruccrrd-er 
of csa county, Colorado, and rt.itarnitraSSAnne the duties O lib u rut OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 36. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-41-106, amend (2) 
as follows: 

37-41-106. Directors - election - term. (2) Within ten daysAfter 
receiving their certificates of election provided for in section 37-41-112 (2), 
said officers shall take and subscribe thc official AN oath and file thc same 
irrthe-offire-oft-he-countp-eferantl-recorder wherchrthe-organizatiorr was 
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effeeted-and-orr-J-antrary—I-following-shali-assunte-the-daties-of-their 
rcspcctivc OffitCS OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

24-12-101. Each member of the board of directors shall execute an official 
bond in the sum of three thousand dollars, which bond shall be approved by 
the county judge of the county wherein such organization was effected, and 
shall be recorded in the office of the county clerk and recorder thereof Such 
official bond may be signed by a surety company authorized to do business 
in the state of Colorado, in which case the district shall be liable for and 
shall pay premium on said bond. All official bonds shall be in THE form 
prescribed by law for official bonds for county officials; except that the 
obligee named in said bonds shall be to the district and shall be filed with 
the county clerk and recorder at the same time as the filing of the oath OR 

AFFIRMATION provided for in this section. 

SECTION 37. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-44-126, amend (2) 
as follows: 

37-44-126. Election of officers - oath or affirmation - bond. 
(2) Within tcn days After receiving their certificates of election provided 
for in section 37-44-135, said officers shall take and su scri c the official  
AN oath and-file-the-same--irr the-offire-of-the-cottntr eferk-an-d-reeorder 
wile'ciii the organization was cffeeted-an-d7fanu-ary-i-foliowing7shall 
assumc the dutics of icir respcc ivc offil,GJ OR AFFIRMATION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. Each member of the board of 
directors shall execute an official bond in the sum of five thousand dollars, 
which bond shall be approved by the judge of the district court of the county 
wherein such organization was effected and shall be filed in the office of 
the county clerk and recorder thereof All official bonds shall be in the form 
prescribed by law for official bonds for county commissioners; except that 
the obligee named in said bonds shall be the internal improvement district 
and shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder at the same time as the 
filing of the oath OR AFFIRMATION REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION. 

SECTION 38. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-45-115, amend (1) 
as follows: 

37-45-115. Organization of the board of directors. (1) Before 
t.ntcring upon his officialdu tics Each director shall take and-subscribe-to an 
oath before-arroffreerauthorize&ter administer Traths-thatire-will-support-the 
constitutions-of-the-Uniteci-States-arrel-of-the-state-of-eoloracitrand-wili 
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he-wili-not-be-interested-direetiror-hrdireetiritr arry-contract-tet-brsairl 
district, whichoath shall in the officc of c cr - of said court in 
the oligin .1., OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

24-12-101. 

SECTION 39. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 37-46-106 as 
follows: 

37-46-106. Vacancies - secretary and treasurer. The office of 
director shall become vacant when any member ceases to reside in the 
county from which he THE DIRECTOR was appointed. In the event a vacancy 
occurs in said office by reason of death, resignation, removal, or otherwise, 
it shall be filled by the board of county commissioners of the county from 
which said member originally came. Bcforc entering upon the disc igc of 
his du tics, Each director shall take an oath to support and c 
constitutierns-af-the-United-States-arreb-af-the-stat-e-o-f-C-atoracto-ancl-to 
impartially, withoutcar or favor, disc gc the dutits of a 'nu, -said  
district OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. The 
board of directors of said district shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer. 
The same individual may at the election of the board hold both of said 
offices. The board shall likewise hire such other employees, including 
engineers and attorneys, as may be required to properly transact the business 
of the district, and said board is authorized to provide for the compensation 
of the secretary and treasurer and other appointees. The treasurer shall be 
required by the board to give bond with corporate surety in such amount as 
the board may fix and which it deems sufficient to protect the funds in the 
hands of the treasurer or under his THE TREASURER'S control. Such bond is 
subject to the approval of the board. 

SECTION 40. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 37-47-106 as 
follows: 

37-47-106. Vacancy in office of director. The office of director 
shall become vacant when any member ceases to reside in the county from 
which he THE DIRECTOR was appointed. In the event a vacancy occurs in 
said office by reason of death, resignation, removal, or otherwise, it shall be 
filled by the board of county commissioners of the county from which said 
member originally came. Bcforc cnteiing up ge  
Each director shall take an oath to suphort IL-1, stitatio~~s v! 
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t impartially, without  
fcar or . ..  

favor, dischargc the c OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. The board of 
directors of said district shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer. The same 
individual, at the election of the board, may hold both of said offices. The 
board shall likewise hire such other employees, including engineers and 
attorneys, as may be required to properly transact the business of the 
district, and said board is authorized to provide for the compensation of the 
secretary and treasurer and other appointees. The treasurer shall be required 
by the board to give bond with corporate surety in such amount as the board 
may fix and which it deems sufficient to protect the funds in the hands of 
the treasurer or under his THE TREASURER'S control. Such bond is subject to 
the approval of the board. 

SECTION 41. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-48-103, amend (2) 
as follows: 

37-48-103. Board of directors. (2) The office of a director shall 
become vacant when any director ceases to reside in the county from which 
he THE DIRECTOR was appointed or when declared vacant by a majority vote 
of all of the members of the board when any director has failed to attend 
two consecutive regular meetings without having been excused from 
attendance by the president. In the event a vacancy occurs in said office by 
reason of death, resignation, removal, or otherwise, it shall be filled for the 
remainder of the unexpired term by the board of county commissioners of 
the county from which said director originally came. Bcfore entcriug upOit 

the discharge of his dutics, Each director shall take an oath to-support-and 
dcfend theconstitutions of thenitStatcs and of the state of Colorado  

of . districtOR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 42. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-50-104, amend (2) 
as follows: 

37-50-104. Board of directors. (2) The office of a director shall 
become vacant when the director ceases to reside in the county or ground 
water management district from which he or sln., THE DIRECTOR was 
appointed, or in the case of the director appointed by the Colorado ground 
water commission when the director ceases to reside in the district or is no 
longer a member of the Colorado ground water commission, or when 
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declared vacant by a majority vote of all of the members of the board when 
a director has failed to attend two consecutive regular meetings without 
having been excused from attendance by the president. If a vacancy occurs 
in the office by reason of death, resignation, removal, or otherwise, it shall 
be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by the board of county 
commissioners of the county, or the ground water management district from 
which the director was originally appointed. Before-entering-upon-the 
dischargc of his or In dutics, Each director shall take an oath ttrsapport  
and-defend-the-constitution-s-erf-the-en-i-ted-Statcs and of this statc and to 
impaitially, without fcar or favor, dischargc the duties of a director of the 
district OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 43. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-60-104, amend (2) 
as follows: 

37-60-104. Personnel. (2) The appointed members of said board 
shall be chosen geographically as follows: Four from the western slope and 
five from the eastern slope; but, of the five members to be appointed from 
the eastern slope, one shall be from the Rio Grande drainage basin, one 
from the North Platte drainage basin, one from the Arkansas drainage basin, 
one from the South Platte drainage basin outside of the city and county of 
Denver, and one from the city and county of Denver and intimately familiar 
with its water problems; and that of the four members to be appointed from 
the western slope, one shall be from the Yampa-White drainage basin, one 
from the main Colorado drainage basin, one from the 
Gunnison-Uncompahgre drainage basin, and one from the San 
Miguel-Dolores-San Juan drainage basins. BcfviL enuring upuii tin 
disclargc of iis dutics, Each appointed member shall makeTstibscribc, aiid  
fife-with-the-steretarrof-state-the TAKE AN oath prcscribcd by the 
constitution OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 44. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 37-90-126 as 
follows: 

37-90-126. Management district - directors - qualifications -
oath or affirmation - bond - vacancies. The members of the board of 
directors shall meet the qualifications established in section 37-90-121 
(1)(b). Each member of the board shall take an oath tif offiL,L, OR 

AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101, shall give bond in 
the sum of five thousand dollars conditioned that he or she shall faithfully 
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perform the duties of director and of such further office to which he or she 
may be elected in such district, and shall account for all funds or property 
coming into his or her hands as such director or other officer. Such bonds 
shall run to the district, shall be signed by a surety approved by the ground 
water commission, and shall be filed and recorded in the office of the state 
engineer. When such bond is so filed and approved, such person so elected 
shall take and hold office until his or her successor is elected and qualified. 
When a vacancy occurs on the board, such vacancy shall be filled by the 
remaining members of the board. 

SECTION 45. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-92-204, amend (3) 
as follows: 

37-92-204. Water clerks - duties. (3) Subject to the approval of the 
water judge, the water clerk in each division shall employ such assistants 
and deputies as may be necessary for him OR HER to carry out his OR HER 

duties. The water clerk, assistants, and deputies shall cxccute such TAKE AN 

oath of office and OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

24-12-101 AND FILE such bond as may be prescribed by the supreme court. 

SECTION 46. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-95-104, amend (4) 
as follows: 

37-95-104. Establishment of authority - board of directors -
removal - organization - compensation - dissolution. (4) Each member 
may be removed from office by the governor for cause, after a public 
hearing, and may be suspended by the governor pending the completion of 
such hearing. Each member before-entering-nporrhis--duties; shall take and 

.,  
subscrilA, an oath top

.
faithfully, impartially, y,  

his• • tY. andjustly c c filed  
in the office of the secretary of state OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 47. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 38-36-113 as 
follows: 

38-36-113. Examiner of titles - compensation - oath or 
affirmation - bond. The judges of the district court in and for the judicial 
districts for which they are elected or appointed shall appoint a competent 
attorney in each county within their district as examiner of titles and legal 
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adviser of the registrar. The examiner of titles in each county shall be paid 
in each case by the applicant such compensation as the judge of the district 
court determines. Every examiner of titles shall Lc€i,rc entering upon--  IL. 
dutics of his officc, take and subscribe an oath of officc to faithfully and 
impartially perform the dutics of is officc, OR AFFIRMATION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101 and shall also give a bond in such 
amount and with such sureties as shall be approved by the judge of the 
district court, payable in like manner and with like conditions as required 
of the registrar. A copy of the bond shall be entered upon the records of said 
court and the original shall be filed with the registrar. 

SECTION 48. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 38-44-105 as 
follows: 

38-44-105. Oath or affirmation - assistants. The commissioners 
so appointed shall subseribe-and-frie-witirthe-eicrk, within ten-days from-the 
date of thcir appointment, TAKE an oath for the fait-Hui—mid—impartial 
discharge of their dutiL.3 OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

24-12-101 and shall have power to appoint all necessary assistants. 

SECTION 49. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 43-1-106, amend (5) 
as follows: 

43-1-106. Transportation commission - powers and duties - 
repeal. (5) All members of the commission before entering upon the dutics 
of their office, shall take the AN oath prescribed by the constitutionthis  
state-for state-officers-and-ffie-the-same-hr the-office-of-the-secretary-of state 
OR AFFIRMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-12-101. 

SECTION 50. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act 
takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the 
ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August 
8, 2018, if adjournment sine die is on May 9, 2018); except that, if a 
referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the state 
constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within 
such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect unless 
approved by the people at the general election to be held in November 2018 
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and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official declaration of 
the vote thereon by the governor. 
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