EXODUS XX, 3
« 3. Thou shalt have no

y a A
NE’:;'::‘EET“FSM” he 4 Thou shall not
miake upto thee a graven image, Dor an
manner of likencss, of any thing that 18 I.ﬂ
heaven above, or that is i the earth be-
peath; of that i 10 {he waler gnder 1
earith: 5, thou shali not bow down unto
{hem. nor serve them,;
God am a jealous God, visiting 1

Al

he iUty

. , itianal
chall stand for ever’ (M. Joseph) See Additic

Note E, “The Decalogue, P. 4% .
 The most matural division of the Ten Lv-_m.-‘
mandments 18 mmio muar' 5 dulies -’-:m;u'r--l'.f .ﬂ':-'jl
(gpnh o T3), the opening five L'-‘RF'I‘-'I'I-.I.-.'I_'
ments engraved on the First Tahle; and r-‘luﬂi
dirtiex ta his fellow - (Y3 oK T"-_. the
five Commandments engraved on the Second

Table.

FIRST TABLE: DUTIES TOWARDS GOD

First COMMANDMENT | RECOGNTTION (3F THE
SOVEREIGNTY OF LoD

2. [ am the LorD thy God. Jew sh Tradition
considers this verse as the first of the Ten Words,
and deduces from it the posiuve precept, To
believe in the existence of God.

1. Heb. anochi. The God adored by Judasm
is nol an impersonal Force, an It, whether
spoken of as "Nature' of ‘World-Reason'. The
God of Jsrael is the Source not only of power and
life. but of consciousness, personality, muoral
purpose and ethical action (M. Joel}.

thy God. The emphasis is on thy. He is the
God not mercly of the past generations, but of
every individual soul in each gencration,

who brought thee ot of the land of Egypt. God
is not here designated, ‘Creator of heaven and
carth’. Israel's God is seen not merely in Nature,

Fr“ in_fhe destinies of man. He had revealed
imsall 1o t.j',;rl in @ Eﬂ't.i[ historic 'L‘Iﬂ.".j., the
greatest in the life of any people: the God who
saved lIsrael from slavery had a moral claim,
g5 their Benefactor and Redeemer, on their
gratitude and obedience. ‘The foundation of
Jewish life is not merely that there 15 only one
God, but the conviction that this One, Only
arn.d_ True God i my God, my sole Ruler and
Guide m all that [ do' (Hirsch). The first Com-
_m:mdm:ng 15 thus an exhortaton to acknowledge
’El'ﬂt_ln smf_n:ignt}' ol God (o mabn iy .'I'T':IE, lit,
¢ taking upon ourselves the vok ing-
bt Ht'.m.'l:?'l.'!l, yoke of the King
The reference to the redemption from Egypt is
of deepest significance, not only to the Israelites
but to_all mankind. The primal word of Israel's
Divine Message 15 the proclamation of the One
God as the God of Freedom, The recognition
of God as the God of Freedom illumines the
whole of human history for us. In the light of
truth, history becomes one conti i
A contimuous Divine
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revelation of the gradual growth of freedom and
justice OnN earth.

SECOND CoOMMANDMENT & T HE UNITY AND
SHRITUALITY OF 10D
Tewish Tradihon ihased on Talmud, Midragh
and Targum) makes V 3 the beginning of the
Second Commandment.

a, thou shalt kave no other vods. Because there
are o other gods besides _(_H‘".l. e fundamental
dogma of Israel's religion, as of all higher
religion, is the Unity of God.

hefore Me. OfF, ‘hesides Me': or, ‘to My face'
(Koenig). Nothing shall receive the worship due
o Him. Neither angels nor samntly men ‘or
women are to receive adoration as Divine beings;
and the Jew is forbidden to pray 10 them. This
Commandment also forbids beliel in evil spints,
witchcraft, and similar evil superstition. Further-
more, he who believes In God will not put his
trust in Chance or ‘luck’.

4. a graven image. This verse forbids the
worship of the One God in the wrong way,
Judaism alone, from the very beginning, taught
“hat(;od was a Spirit; and made it an unpardon-

able sin to worship Li:au{waﬁmlfﬁ
that human hands can fashuon. No doubt this
jaw hindered the free development of plastic arts
in ancient Israel: but it was of incalculable
importance for the purity of the conception
Grod.
nor any manner of likeness. Mor is He 1o be
worshipped under any image, though such be
not graven, which the human mind can CONCEIVE

in heaven above. fe. of the heavenly bodies;
such as the ancestors of the Hebrews in
Babylonia adored.

in the earth beneath, e.g. of animais; such a8
the Israelites saw the Fgvptians worshipping.

in the water under the earth. The monsters of
the deep.

5. a fealous God. The Heb, rool for ‘jealous',
kanna, designates the just indignation of one
injured ; used here of the all-requiting righteous
ness of God. God desires to be all in a1l to His
children, and claims an exclusive right 10 their
love and obedience. He hates cruelty and um
righteousness, and loathes impurity and Vit
and, even as a4 mother is jealous of all evil
influences that rule her children, He is jealous
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EXODUS XIX, 19

descended upon it in fire; and the smoke E"."fl“ﬂ,'h

thereol asce nded as the smoke of

and the W hole mount quaked greatly,
19, And W hen the voice of the horn waved

joudet and louder, Moses spoke

-mm-;.rm.t him by R voice, ® Yia, ¥l
; :

the top of the mount ; and the L.
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1il= Lori) came down upan mouni El‘hil:l, 1o

oRts called

afoses 1o the top of the mount : and Moses n.lﬂ-.b h"ﬂ""ﬂﬂ "E."H"In S vy w:' .I.“ i
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went up. 21 And the Lomn

W oses ‘Go down, charge the people, lest
ihey break through unto the LorD to gaze,

many of them perish. 2

the priests also Lhial come near 1o the

sand nto

2. -And let
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sanclidy 1 cmseives :
I h_upon them., 23, And Mas 5 - ) |
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unto the LoRD “The people cannot come up

10 mount Sinai; for thou didst

charge us, TR,
e i i

saving: St hounds about the mount, and

sanctify it." 24 And the Lor

him: ‘Go, get thee down, and thou shali

come up, thou, and Aaron wit

» anid unio

h thee : but
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let mot the priests and the Eu:inlf break s e o o
through to come up unto the Loro, lest ==&'s R TER T ERTTETE :"F:.'T‘:'Lﬁl'f I"'JI'F:JJI? m

He break forth upon them.” 25. 50 Moses
went down unto the people, and told them

CHAPTER XX

1. And God spake all these words, saying:
o

begtis Holiu ki
l'ﬂl'-""i"hlnl"

¢ 2. 1.am the LORD thy God, wh .
Fevpt, out ol the i

theg Ol ot the land ol
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22, priests; The first-born (Rashi, Ibn Erra);

of xmir, 2 and xx1v, 3. Even
privileged to come nigh

the *priests’, who are
o God, require

sanctification on this occasion.
come near. To the barner of the Mount.

break forth. Or, ‘make a

breach in them.'

23, the people cannot come, Moses makes bold

o quest
that the people
trespassing by the bounds.

shows a deeper knowledge
His commands are ncver
Stewart).

28. and rold them,
(Rashi).
In the next chapter, the

have a double accentuation in
one for use in public reading in 1
and one for use In private
The latter alone is given
Prayer Book, p. 87 (p. 91 Revise

ion the need of such precaution, Urging
are already debarred from

God's answer in v. 24
of the human heart.
unnecessary’ (H. F.

He repeated the waming

Ten Commandments
the Hebrew text—
he Synagogue,
devotion or study.
in the Authorized
d Edition 1962).

THE TEN COM MAHD]HEH—I'E
CHAPTER XX, 1-14

The 'Ten Words® or
M350 Y or the Deci

Commandments, the
logue (from deka, ten,

and logos, word), are supreme among the precepts
of the Torah, both on account of their funda-
mental and far-reaching importance, and on
account of the awe-inspinng manner in which
they were revealed to the whole nation. Amid
thunder and lightning and the sounding of the
shofar. amid fames of fire that enveloped the
smoking mountain, & Majestic Voice pronounced
the Words which from that day to this have been
the guide of conduct to mankind, That Revela-
tion was the most remarkable event in the
history of humanity. 1t was the hirth-hour of the
Religion of the Spirit, which was destined in time
ta illumine the souls, and order the lives, of all the
children of men. The Decalogue 15 @ suhlime
summary of homan duties hinding upon all
mankind; a summary unequalled for simplicity,
comprehensiveness and solemuity; o sumimary
which bears divinity on s face, and cannot bﬂ
antiquated as long as the world endures. It 1s at
the same time & Divine epitome of the funda-
f Israel's C rw:-:-.:_l andhhﬁ: Lt Mkd ‘ilmﬁl;
jeachers, ancient _:.l.mi modern, have looked UP
t as the fountain-head from W?schmuihjﬁﬂt

4 Jewish teaching coul
e written on the walls

“These Commandments are !
af Synagogué and. Church; they a world's
laws fo ime. Never mii |'I’1:-:|r eMmpITe ok Esn' ;
rophEtic CTY i85 truc: the word of our God
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EXODUS XX, 8

-
i

! . L
Giod in vain ; for the LoD will n:! f::"[j:.';" weuint N D .'Il'J.-
i A . i ]
guiltlesc that aketh His na o it .

ber the sabbath day, I'do
hoty, 9. Six days shalt thou IlIH"J'JT_1:|m.iI:- !
all thy work; 10, but the ity J-ll|h-1-‘|
sabhath unto the Lorn thy God, In |.” 3
<halt not da any marner of H.Lrl‘--’ :.Il.:l...
mese thy som, nor Thy daughter, TO7

R HRemom

3

e

P i Tof b
man-servant, nor thy maid-servan ithin
i ; ok I I8 Wllikn
thy cattle, nor thy stranger (ha -
: "

- 1 ¥
FourtH COMMANDMENT: THE SABRATH

Ihe use of the word ‘remember
may indicate that the institution was well known
to the lsraclites, long before their ""-'“1"1':
experiences ; that it was a treasured and sacred
institution inherited from the days of the
Patriarchs ; see also Note IV, p. 195. The R:\hhﬂ_.
however, explain ‘Remember the Sabbath day
to mean, Bear it in mind and prepare for 1ts
advent; think of it day by day, and speak ol
its holiness and sanctifying influence.  They
instituted the Kiddush prayer, praising God for
the gift of the Sabbath, to celehrate 118 coming
in; and the Havdalah blessing. praising God for
the distinction between the Sabbath and the
six weekdavs, 10 mark its going out

sabbarh day., Heb, shabbath,
meaning desistng from work

fo keep 3t hely. To treat it as a day unprofaned
by workaday purposes. In addition to being a
day of rest, the Sabbath is 1o be ‘a holy day, set
apart for the building up of the spiritual element
inman (Philo), Religious worship and religious
instruction—the rencwal of man's spiritual life
in God—form an essential part of Sabbath
observance. We therefore sanctifly the Sabbath
by a special Sabbath liturgy, by statutory
Lessons from the Torah and . the I!r1_"i1hf1!~, I:I.T'Ii.l-
by attention to discourse and instruction by
religious teachers. The Sabbath has thus prm-eh
the great educator of Israel in the highest
education of all: pamely the I e, rb

H%W___M: “ondugt. ¢ effect of these Sabhath
frm and Svnagogue homilies upin  the

Jewish people has been Incalculable, Leopold
Zunz, the founder of the (11 .T-:nlhl“; Ia.;arnil:'

has 5]1{.1'.".11 that almost the whole uf. hrijrl'g'-
inner history since the cloce of Bible time :1r
I?;- traced in following the Lien'szlnjp:ﬁ:m: of I|‘L- I
5uhh:|ﬁ|_ discourses on the Torah ;rd?l::uf
worship is still the chiel b ind u.l'.J:;h un | : IJ J
Imn..-'J r:fr,q_qr'rn.-.' Brotherhood, H‘-‘E:'-'E'I‘*ii: :.w.'}\.'
u.nrs.mp injares. the spiritual life of b -rIUL:
individual and the cCommunity i g

B remenier

from a rool

Waork during the six

1al 1o man’ i
. dall § W
5.15 the rest on the seventh. No man or u.ucisi-j:f

howsoever 1 '

dﬁmsgwsj'nr::w rlf:nurll: fsrfd ri;mrir; the obligation of
L'08 son » 53y the Rabbis ps e
invariably leads to evil thoughts and L"r'l.:ucll:.':;?
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The Fr”rh\;[h'ﬂ of one dav's rest In seven h;l."j
been justified by the expericnce of the [y
T 000 vears. Physical health suffers w ithont Slich
i L 1

The first French, Rgpubhc rejecteqd the

onc day in.seven, and ordained a rest of one
The experiment was & complets

day n ten
farlure:

work. ‘Heb ==, that which man produces
by his thought, effort and will.

10. & sabhhath unte the LORD, A _._-i‘.i:\: :'i'mm”'l.'
devoted to God :
rhow shalt mol do any manner of w k. Ser F!It'ur’.g
does not give a list of labours forbidden on

Sabbath: but

it incidentally

mentions

field-

labour, buving and selling. travelling, cooking,
elc,, as forbidden work. The Mishna enumerates
under thirty-nine different heads all such achs

as are in Jew

ish Law

defined as

‘work’, and

therefore not 1o be performed on the Sabbath
day, such as ploughing, reaping, carrying loads,
kindling a fire, writing, sewing, etc. Certain other

things which cannot be brought under any of
these 39 Categories are also prohibited, becaise

they lead to a breach of Sabbath laws (Mag)

as well as all acts that would tend to change
the Sabbath into an ;
we are not allowed to do ourselves, we must
not have done for us by a fellow-Jew, even by
one who 1s a Sabbath-breaker
laws, however, are suspended as soon as there
15 the least danger to human life; 7MY7 221 Mpe

Qro

J3TN NN say the Rabbis,

&a Tm.

thou. The head of the house, responsible for

all that dwell therein.

manservant .
«+» 'bondmaid’ -+ of
children but alsp the cervants. whether [sraelite
or heathen, nay even the beasts of burden, Are
10 $hare in the rest of the Sabbath day; see note
lor mank F ‘Ihe Sabbath is a 'I'-nunl.il_:'ﬁ boon
Notl md and the greatest wonder of religion
CESUNE can appear more simple than this
Lo rest on the seventh day after st
days of work. And yet no legislator in the j.nr
an

on xXxm, 12,

Instifution,

et

hit upon this idea! To

Romans it was an obj

v« Maidservant,

day.

INAry

_ The Commandments
of God are 1o promote life and well-being, 4
principle based on Lev. xvin, $, ‘and these are
the precepts of the Lorp by which ye shall live

oo 14,

the Greeks

Whatever

All these Sabbath

Or, ‘bondman
Not only the

ect of derision, a super

the

L — -

EXODUS XX, 6

of the fathers upon the children unte the
jhird and lourth generation of them that
hate Me; 6. and showing mercy unto the
thousandth generation of them that jove
wfeand keep My commandments, 97 Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy

My s
YN ¢

when, instead L*T'Irlum'- and righteousness, it is
dolatry and unholiness that command ' their
|-.t-;|,fr-.l|!1._l.ll-.':fli.1.. |I. 15, of course, evident that
{Crms |-,L.;:_~ _||.-‘.1Inf|_~q. u!'. ‘zeal’ are applied to Godd
in an anthropomorphic sense, It is alko evident
that this jealousy of God is of the VEry essenc

of His holiness. Outside lsrael, the .Ir'.l_'.u;'ﬁlr:‘
believed that the more gods the better: the rifhcr.
the pantheon of a people, the greater its power, It
is because the heathen deities were free from
Gealonsy .HII.|. th-.'r.;ynrc. 111||:r;|r'||: af one iITIlZ'lth'.T
and all their abominations, that heathenism was
spiritually so degrading and morally so devas-
tating ; see on Deut. 1v, 24. )

'.'r-u.-'.'rm.f.!f.".'.' .-'.'I.--,Irr.:'."'.' af the fathers upon the
children, The Torah does not teach here or else-
where that the sins of the guilty fathers shall be
visited upon their innocent children, The soul
that sinneth it shall die proclaims the Prophet
Ezckiel. And in the administration of justice
by the state, the Torah distinctly lays down,
‘The fathers shall not be put to death for the
children, neither shall the children be put to
death for the fathers: every man shall be put to
death for his own sin” (Deut. xx1v. 16}, How-
ever, human experience all too plainly teaches
the moral interdependence of parents and
children. The bad example set by a father
frequently corrupts those that come after him,
His most dreadful bequest to his children is not
a hability to punishment, but a liability to the
commussion of fresh offences, In every parent,
therefore, the love of God, as a restraining power
from evil actions, should be reinforced by love
for his children: that they should not inberit
the tendency to commit, and suffer the con-
sequences of, Aix transgressions,

Another translation is, ‘remembering the sins
of the fathers unto the children'; fe. God
remembers the sins of the fathers when about
10 punish the children. He distinguishes between
the moral responsibility which falls exclusively
upon the sinful parents, and the natural con-
sequences and predisposition to sin, inherited by
the descendants. He takes into account the
evil environment and influence. He therefore
lempers justice with mercy: and He does s0
1o the third and fourth generation.

of them that hare Me, The Rabbis refer these
words to the children., The sins of the fathers
Will be visited upon them, only if they too trans-
gress God's commandments.

o, unto the thousandth generation, Contrast
the narrow limits, three or four generations,
within which the sin is visited, with the thousand
Benerations that His mercy is shown to those

e B e b
e mlay rII!:'E'i
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Iwh_r' love God and keep His commandments
History and cxperience alike teach how often.
and under what varied conditions, it h:!rrrrn:t
that the misdeeds of a parent T‘E'*:I.ilt i bitter
sUiisequence for the children. In His pravidence
the beneficent consequences of a life of gnndne.i:t
extend indefinitely further than the retribution
which is the penalty of persistence in sin’ (Driver)

that love Me. Note the verb love’, used 1o
designate the right attitude to Cod: of “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
with all thy soul, and with all thy might’ (Deut.
VI, 3). Love of God is the essence of Judaism
.'lﬂlr_: from love of God springs obedience to His
will,

THIRD CoOMMANDMENT: ACATNS
_OMMANDMENT ® .._rFEn.nmx
PROFANE SWEARDNG

The Second Commandment lays down the
duty of worshipping God alone, and worshipping
E_Iun mn spirit and not through images. The Third
Commandment forbids us to dishonour God
by mvoking His name to attest what is untrue,
or by jouming His name to anything frivolous ar
Insincere,

7. take the name of the Lorp. Upon the lips;
{.¢. to utter.

in vain. ht. ‘for vanity”, or ‘falsehood’: for
anyvthing that is unreal or groundless,

God is holy and His Name is holy. His Name,
therefore, must not be used profancly to testify
to anything that is unlrue, insincere or empily.
We are to swear by God's Mame, only when we
are fully convinced of the truth of our declara.
tion, and then only when we are required to do
s0 In & Court of law. This verse, according to
the Rabhis, forbuds using the Name of God n
false oaths (e.r. that wood 15 stone); as well as
using the Name of God in vain and Rippant oaths
{e.g. that stone is ston¢). God’s Name is, more-
over, not to be uttered unnecessarily in common

conversation.
will mot hold him guiltfess. Le. will not leave

him uppunished. Perjury 15 an unpardonable
gffence, , which, umlﬂm
penalties, ﬁ'ﬂym' destroy human society, The
Rabbis ordamed a special solemn warning fto

be administered to anyone about to take an
path in a Court of law. In various n%?' samﬂf
men  have aveided sweann e

SSenes, a Jewish Sec ) .
Temple, held that ‘he who cannot be believed

without swearing is already condemned’. ‘Let
thy yea be yea, and thy nay, nay," says the
Talmud.

Al
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EXODUS XX, 13

2 hich
long tpon the |and Wi

£ ) .

God giveth Thed ;

« 13, Thou shalt not murder o I"'-I-'
Thou shalt not commit aduliery. s
Thow shalt not sieal s B -

« Falep WLDESS
Thou shalt =0t kear false

against LRy nerghbour

thy mother. B
1 - - r
showing them respect, obedience 'w"-j ':11'|'-:|,£.-::;;:
;".hrr:.':‘. alike is entitled o thesc, T gl
father’ is herc mentioned iirst, I ['c"_ H"
: t Il fear (ie, revercnoe)
we read. ‘each one shall fear (i 15
kis mother and his father.” And this '-'r'II'L',!'I'.-':
extends bevond the grave. The child ST TEYE
the memory of the departed parent in ach B
feeling. Respect 1o parents 1s among the
human duties: and no excellence can atonc
the lack of such respect. Uiy in case .hrl-:u:cn'-c
rarity (e where !.'L""l_-lll::""\-\."-l l_‘1l|r|:_|1'-\. '|'||_"",._|_1 riide
children towards crime) can disobedience be
justified. Proper respect to  parcnis may Al
times involve smmeasurable hardship; yet ibe
duty remains. Shem and Japhet throw the mantie
of charity over their father's shame: only an
unnatural child gloats over a parent’s disgrace
or dishonour Se¢ note on Gen X, 23
(p- M) and Prov. xxx, 17. The greatest achieve-
ment open to parents is 1o be ever fully worthy
of their children’s reverence and trust and love.
ihar B |,'I|JI ¥ G b b | inE. i thi :"nl."lil"un'lﬁn_n'fl."l-
one s parents will be rewarded by happiness and
blessing. This is not alwavs seen in the life of
the mdividual; but the Commandment is
addressed to the individual a5 a2 member of
society, as the child of & people. The home s

infinitely more important to a people than the

schools, the professions or its political life; and
fikal respect is the ground of national per-
manence and prosperity. If a nation thinks of jis
past with contempt, it may well contemplate its
tuture with despair; it perishes through moral
sticide.

12. homowr thy father g

primary

{ e
1O

SECOND TABLE: DUTIES TOW ARDS
. FELLOW-MEN

]:h: first five Commandments have cach an
Explanatory addition; the last five are brief and
cmnhlaw: Thou shalt not's. Our relation 1o our
neighbours requires no elucidation
::Jjur_ urn_nlg;-hu'hlfh others do 1o

ear guide how we ought 1
These duties have th-ir o
‘T'h}"lu shalt Jove thy niei
to life, house, pn:q:'r.:r:-.-

y SInce we fieel
s, we have g
€l towards others,
oot in the principle
ghbour as thyself™, .lppl:r:;i
and honour,

ThE Socrn CosMuanmmeyT THE

Human Ligs
1Y, thou shalt pos .
Wil mwerder. The i
@ 0k shals - e infinite wo
LTE';:LT;I.H hj:: is I_ba-sr.-.:l on the fact that n:mnﬂ:l{t
M. and f!f';; 'tTi*lr::-lrE: of {I:-::-:['- God alone En‘n:';
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and human rights, is ahsolutely r=_-nrll1u|-_1e13, Child
e is a5 sacred as that of an adult, In Greece,
Wik C=-1I|L|‘.1."|"| WEDE SXPDRrd [|'::'!r =, H!I"”nd"-'”md
on a lonely mountain to perish, Jewish horgp
af child-murder was 10ng looked upon as a cop.
it 15 A cnme among tha
ld,” snecred the Romag

[._'n-::\:_!'h:" :‘-.'1_"::I|.J|I-."-’.‘
Jews 10 kill any chulc
hpstorian Tacitus.
Hehrew law carefully distinguishes homicide
from wilful murder lf._ saves the imvoluntan
slaver of hus fellow-man from vendetia; and does
r!x"'i ]"ll.'!rﬂ‘.il: composifion; of Money-fine, for the
life of the murderer. Jewish ethics eplarges the
notion of murder so as to include both the d(_'uan
of anything by which the health and well-being
of a.fellew-man 15 undermuned, and the omission
of anv-act-by which -a fellow-man. could be
saved in peril, disteess.or- despair.. . For-.the
prohibition of suicide, see note on Gen. Ix, 5.

SEVENTH COMMANDMENT : THE SANCTITY
OF MARRIAGE

edultery, 'Is an execrable and God-detested
wrong-domg™ (Philo). This Commandment
agamst mhbdelity warns husband and wife alike
agamst profaning the sacred Covenant of
Mamage. It mvolves the prohibition of immoral
speech, immodest conduct, or association with
persons who scoff at the sacredness of purity.
Among no people has there been a purer home-
life than among the Jewish people. No woman
enjoyed greater respect than the Jewish woman,
and she fully merited that respect.

EIGHTH COMMANDMENT: THE SANCIITY OF
PrROPERTY

thou shalt not steal, Property represents thie
fruit of industry and intelligence, Any aggression
on the property of our neighbour is, therefore,
&n assault on his human personality. This Com-
!Ih'.ir:ulmcm also has a wider :Ij"lr-uli-;_',il:it‘ln than
theft and robbery; and it forbids every illegal
.l:qulsn:u:l_n of property by cheating, by t:mhl:ﬂ'.lcr
ment or forgery, ‘There are transactions which
are legal and do not mvolve any breach of law,
:2::11:11 _-:_rlr.' yet base and disgraceful. Such are .'111
- thﬁ:l.ilum. Ir'.IIHhtl..'I"I 4 person I-=|"-+."~i_3d'nlﬂl_i31ii':1-
bour rj;mt?;:hElgj’r'“”""étrjraumeu: of iL;:l ;:Llﬁ-r:;
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Property’ (M. Friedliinder), Increasing
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EXODUS XX, 11

by gates: 11 for in six days the Loan made
hr.-‘-._.:: and carth, the sea, and all that in
In.,,;m i, and resied on the seventh day:
,|;.h,_-r.:r4_1r|:' the Lorp blessed the sabbath
dav, and hallowed it. % 12. Honour thy =
-'.-;|h'=‘1 and thy mother, that thy days may be —‘:H

«tifious USage But 1t has removed with ope
qroke the contrast between slaves who must
|ahour incessantly, and their masters who may
celebrate contimuously” [H. Jacob)

iy caiftle It 15 ong of the glones of Judaism
that, thousands of years before anyone else, it
fully recognized our duties to the dumb
, 14
who agrees

50} = - .
e and helpers o man; see on Deut. »
{TIETLLS

thy stranger.  1he non-lsraclite
i keep the seven CDLS . SCE KIT, 4.
m“ e T Wils 'ﬁﬁ!_:ﬁmud in these
recepts, he too 15 Lo enjoy the Sabbath rest
for his own siake as a human being,
Within the borders of the

Wi FFiF thy gares.
|l."'|"-”-

11, rested. See on Gen, 1, 1-3,

By keeping the Sabbath, the Rabbis tell us,
we testify to our belief in God as the Creator of
the Universe; in a Lod whio 15 not dentical with
Nature, but is a free FPersoratifv, the-creafor and
niler of Nature. The Talmudic mystics tell that
when the heavens and sarth were being called
into existence, matier was gettng out of hand,
and the Divine Voice had to resound, 'Enough!
€o far and no further!" Man, made in the
image of God, has been endowed by Him with
the power of creating. But in his little universe,
100, matter is constantly getting out of hand,
threatening to overwhelm and crush out the soul.
By means of the Sabbath, called mnT T
meKaY. ‘a memornial of Creation, weare :;:u'lnla'-cd
with the Divine power of saying "Enough!® to
all rebellious claims of our environment, and
are reminded of our potential victory over all
material forces that would drag us down.

blessed the sabbath, Made it a day of blessing
to those who observe it. See note on Gen. I, 1,

he Sabbath was something quite new, which
had never before existed in any nauon orin any
religion—a standing reminder that man can
emancipate himself from the slavery of his
worldly cares: that min was made lor '-F"Ifl'l'llnlll
freedom, peace and joy (Ewald), “The Sabbath 15
one of the glories of our humanity. For if to
labour is noble. of our own free W il to pause in
that labour which mav lead to success, Lo money,
to fame is nobler still. To dedicate one day a
week 10 rest and to God, this 18 the F‘Tl-‘r'n"E-']“""-'
and the privilege of man alone (. (. Monte-
lore), .

and hallowed it. Endowed it with sanctilying

powers, The sanctity of the Sabbath 15 seenl 10

its traces upon the Jewish soul. Isaiah ‘~!|""-'-i|'-'5-_"_-'|1
the Sabbath as ‘a delight’; and the Liturgy
describes Sabbath rest as ".LI|I|||:'|I..L|._J"_'|' -'.II'!.IJ. l.-'IE"l'll'
genial, happy and cheerful’ “The Sabbalth

it

as the day _ b : :
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planted a heaven in every Jewish home, filling
It w I[.|'I long-expected and blizsfully-greeted peace ;
making each home a sanctuary, the father a
priest, and the mother who lights the Sabbath
candles an angel of light” (B. Jacob). The
sabbath bamshes care and toil, grief and sorrow,
All fasting (except on the Day of Atonement,
which as the Sabbath of Sabbaihs iranscends
thit rule of the ordinarvy Sabbath) = forbidden:
and afl mourning 15 suspended on the Sabbath
day. Each of the three Sabbath-meals is an
obligatory religious act (M%7); and is in the
olden Jewish home accompanied by MY, Table
Songs. The spiritual effect of the Sabbath is
termed by the Rabhbis the ‘extria soul’, which the
[srachite enjoys on that day.

lgnorant and unsympathetic critics condemn

the Rabbinic Sabbath-laws with their numberiess
minutiz as an intolerable “burden’
restrictions justify themselves in that the Jew
wh actually and strictly obeys these injunctions,
and onlv such @ Jew, has a Sabbath. And in

These

regard to the alleged formalism of all ‘these
Sabhath laws. a German Protestant theologian
of anti-Semitic tendencies has recently con-
fessed : *Anyone who has had the opportunity
of knowing in our own day i
Jewish families that observe the Law of the
fathers with sincere piety and in all stnciness,
will have been astonished at the wealth of
caviulness. gratitude and sunshine, undreamt of
-I-u,- the ..1|__l|'_;-|._1-;::_ which the Law animates in the
Jewish home, The whole houschold rejoices on
the Sabbath, which they celebrate with rare
<atisfaction not anly as the day of rest, but rather

the mner hife of

w of rejoIcing. Jewish pravers ferm the

'+ he “enjovs the abundance of Thy goodness™.
Such expressions are not mere words : ‘they are
the autcome of pure and genuine happmess and
enthusiasm’ (Kattel), _ h .

Without the observance of the Sabbath, ::ul’ the
olden Sabbath, of the Sabbath as perfected
hv the Rabhis, the whole ol Jewish life would
in time disappear.

Freri COMMANDMENT : HONOUR OF PARENTS

This Commandment follows the Sabbath com-
vand. because the Sabbath is the source and 1:1¢
sudrantor of the family life; and 1 :ﬁ_anlqlr_:.gb}. 'l1|.
Commandments: engraved on the ~F.|r-.~.L‘ a :L;
the laws of piety towards God, because _palrinn
stand in the place of God, so far as their chi En:
ire concerned, | lsewhere in Scripture, the NIE
;,n ane's parents stands likewise next (o 1

duties towards God (Lev. Xix, 3).
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EXNODUS XXI, &

L]
I love my master, my wife, and =] (R

Iminly sy X :
Tk chilaren & 1 will not go out free . the
his master shall bring him BRio

Ll
shall bring him 1o the door, &

unio the

L]
; 1T all hore hid | §
L11:|\.'Il'-|'|."'| s Kis masier “-"I-'” .ﬁﬁ T

1 hall
ear through with an awl: and he sho
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gerve him forever. % 7 And if a man sell his ﬁ_.,:: ';'Tl!:"'n?_': T__:-E ;E. BIEL H 1.!5 |,: -~

hs ol
duughter 1o be a maid-servant, gheshalln

go out as the menservans do. & I0ShE /by onmeemage g =™0) O 1E0YD tr3wn

& hath cspoused

ledse not her masier, wh
h be

her to himself, then shall he let her
med | 1 !
jt::[l':lljsl:l'-'|E.-|II have no power, seeing he hath dealt
daceitfully with her. 9. And if he espolse
her unto his son, he shall deal with her
after the manper of daughters 0. 1If —m
he take him another wife, her food, her =

T i
raiment, and her conjugal rights, shail ne g Y n mrT MDD TORE "i[:""-.'lr-'L“|I TR
not diminish. 11. And if be do pot these =il & ! i o £ =

three unto her, then shall she go out [or
nothing, withoul money. .

smiteth & man, so that be dieth, shall surels
be put 1o death. 13, And if & man lie nod

Mo Al pons SN F

! Tha |, 1k jodpes

6. unte God. Or, "unto the judges.” The judges
pronotnce sentence in the name of God (Deut.
ATk

The slave’s declaration had to be made
publicly belore the judges. 1m order to prevent
the master from boring his servant's ear by
foroe, and ul(lfg;in that it was by the servant’s
dﬂ]rﬂ ""I"F""F J'Id--l..( .

door. Of the houste belonging to the master,

bore hix ear. ‘Why was the ear, among all
the organs of the body, selected for perforation”
asked the pupils of Rabban Yochanan ben
Lakkai, He answered ‘The ear that heard the
Divine utterance, for wnto Me the children of
Israel are servants (Lev, xxv, 55), and vet
preferred a human master, et that ear be bored.’
The dnlling of the ear to the door of the house
may also have symbolized the attaching of the
slave 1o the houschold, and may have served
a8 permanent evidence that the slave had
remained in service of his own free will. This
boring of the ear was thus something altogether
different from the imhuman custom in modemn
tmes of branding slaves by a red-hot Iromn
marked with certain letters, and then p-uu.ringl
mk mto the furrows to make the inscription
mOre Conspicuous,

Jor ever. All the days of his life (Rashbam)
The Rabhix, however, understond  the H_Ei-:l.
word DYYY as signifying ‘until the year .u.f
Jubilee® (Lev. xxv, 10). This Rabbinic inter-
prefation s confirmed by Josephus, :

1. @ mxidservant, Or, ‘a bondwoman'
be the secondary wife for the masier ?:rrp:?a .'_-.u‘nu
In an age of palvgamy, the position of mn-ruhmc'
or second wife, 'was not g degraded one, Her
offspring had equal Tights in matters of mheri.
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tance with the children of the first wife (Deut
xx1, 10-14)

ar the menservanis, fe. nol only after siy
years, but even earlier, according to the circum-
slances as given in the succeeding verse,

8. espowsed. Or, ‘designated.” The master
had mtended her for himself, not for his son
{v. 9); but finding her displeasing to himself, he
must allow her father or relatives to buy her
hack.

a foreign people. The master must either allow
her to be redeemed by her relatives, or he mist
keep her. The abominable practice agamst
which this law #s directed was not confined (0
Hebrew masters or to ancient times. Thus,
William of Malmesbury, spezking of the day
before the Norman Conguest, complains of
the horrible custom of Saxon masters who, ..'1fh?1'
associating with the maid servants  on Ilhﬂr
estates, sold them to a life of shame of intd
foreign slavery.

fe shall have ne POWEF, The Talmud refers
‘he’ to both the master and the father: the master
has acted deceitfully in that he has not kept faith
with her: the father in that he sold her at all

dealt deceitfully with her. By not carrying out
the purpose for which he had acquired het

9. deal with her alter the maonner "'-f-r- ”Iﬂ"fﬁﬁh‘”'
“Treat her as a daughter’ (Moffatt), Whethet
as wife to the father or to the son, the bond-
woman is to be treated Jike a freeborn girl who
marrics.  The rights due to her are enumeriie
in the next verse,

11. these three. The three obligations meE
toned in the preceding verse (Abarbanel).

a0

21

EXODUS XXI1. 1

CHAPTER X X]

1. O ihese are 1he ordinances which b
shalt 4et before them. %2, 11 thou biv g
Hehrow 5 rvant, 1x years he ahall Lerve
and in the seventh he shall go out rée for
pothing. 3. 11 he come in by himself, he
shall go oul by himself ; if he be married
then his wife shall go out with him, 4, If
klg master give him a wafe, and she bear
i ROns OT -.:I.r..-!:i':h:r'._ the wife and her
~hildren shall be her master’s, and he shall

N2 DEems o
Car. XXI. B3 NS

TR IPN S comeb oD e cueeT NN 2 «
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o ol by himself, 5. But if the servant shall 1_'1;; 1‘!: [:-LG 1!?'--'-!L'T' '-T'LH "II?-'TJ'T Thm :Iu'.":*:: 4

VI. MISHPATIM

.-"if.lf .“::f ‘.:er -’ﬁ:?(_

(CHAPTERS XXI-XXI1V)

CIVIL LEGISLATION

CuarTER XXI1, 1-32, ToE RIGHTS OF PERSONS

1. row these are. lit. ‘and these are! “And
links together the preceding commandments
with those that follow, As the preceding com-
mandments were revealed on Sinai, so were Ih-lf
succeading regulations also communicated th'l:.rL'
{Mechilta), The Torah recognizes no strong |l|_:l|.':
of demarcation between the Decalogue and the
civil laws in the chapters that follow it. All ahike
disclose the will of God. His Torah treats of
every phase of human and national life—ciyil
as well as religious, physical as well as spiritoal,

sl e fears .-.l'.-; i, Hehtarse anid 1.':_\.'[‘}|.°|Ir'. o them.

2..11. THE HEBREW SERVANT

3 servant. Or, ‘bondman.’ The very r".ﬁt_
civil ‘ordinance secures the personal rights of
the lowliest in the social scale, the bondman.

The Rahbhis limit this provision to the thief who
i sold to make restitution for his thelt, The case
of the Hebrew who selis I1||11.-.l.jll into h.u'n.u.lt,]gc
hecatise of poverty is dealt with in Lev, XXV, 39.

Hebriw servanf, Slaveéry as ;‘u:rli'ntll:d hy the
Torah was quite different from Greek _,nhl
Roman slavery, or even the crogl sysiem :-.1_1-11:::
modern countries down 10 our own Tmes In
Hebrew law, the slave was not i 1h:1}5_:, b.u1 a
human being; he was not (he chattel of & :11.n|n.f
who hiad unlimited POWEr over- ' him. Il't1I lil-IILr
Hebrew language, there 18 only One watd: e
slave and servant, Brutal treatment of any
slave, whether Hebrew of heathen, secured his
IEine = 11h foREE OR VS -1, )
.E'.r_” :}!}-ﬂ:T-nl!rlijr.l}'!.'ruln the time that he '-'-.'-!‘1 "*l‘-'mi
If, however the vear of Jubilee occurs GUTIRG
the six vu;n-':., the slave goes frec without com-
pleting the time (Lev. xxv, 10k

- -

=

T ji’ulrnl:;I IS A

Sfor nothing. Without paying lor his release.

A, by himself. And not with wile or children.

go oul by himelf, See v. 4.

married, To an Israelitish woman, The master
is obliged to provide lodgmg and mamienance
for the family of his bondman, the wife and older
children doubtless paying for their keep by their
fabour. Both the wife and the children accom-
panied their father when he acquired hia freedom.

4. give him. The slave had not the right of
contracting a marriage for himself.

g wife, A non-lsraclite stave There wos a
saying current among ancient peoples tq .H":
effect that there was no morahty among slaves,
To prevent such promiscuity, the Torah 111;11.1:.:;
a concession to human Iradty and permils a

Ay Mmarmige
1':1-:.1‘-.1TE-'|"1' and her children. In Jewish law, !':_':r
children share the status of the mother. 1f the

[sraelite had been permitted to take them into
freedom: with him, 8 W ould have impaired I1hr:
purity of the race, and created a body of half-
casles.

g, plainly say. Or, ‘firmly S&Y. Tht.':"mt.-:_mcn:;
attempts to dissuade the Israelite r.i.:nlu_ﬂth
preferring bondage to freedom, but the 14 .

resolute in his intention -
S amd my children, Although 1t 15

hecome attached to his wile
and offspring even In Lh-:. clrrnnzllll:-ll1~.rl;:.la:i¢.-rm:ﬁ75
e ) 1.1]:{;.'!1|:':|;-ml'f=:;-:r:w state. It would
wnil to produce a class UI; .:in.l'rn:nd-:nt 5_1”}1.;: 1.
and, instead of the Community uﬂmfﬁ:‘g L:inm .
and equal citizens, it would be davi

ruling and a servike class (Kalisch).
306
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EXODUS XXI, 21

an. with a rod, and ha die
: ly be punished

o
his boadwons i |
wnder hid hand, he shall sure : e
21 Nothwithstanding, if be canfinue B0y
ar two, he shall not be punithed; I'r'rmht 4
his money. T 22 And if men SIrve |n:=g|.ll'1||:r
and hurt o woman with child, so that her
fruit depart, and yel no harm |1~I-uw.ﬂl:.i
shall be surely fined, according ag i

warman's husband  shall ) upan i
and he shall pay o8 the judges .'In-:rrmn:l'

73 But il any harm Tollow, 1hen thok shatl

give Jifg for :il'ni 24, eve for eye, |E‘-i'-||:l It
jooth, hand for hand, fool {or IWI.'
2% hurning for bumitig. W aind for wound,
stripe for stripe. 7 26. And il & man sl
ihe eve of his bondman, or the oyt ull' his
bondwoman, and destroy if, he shall let
him go free Tor his cve's sake gnd if he ,
smile out his bondman®s tooth, or fus band-

worman's tootl, he shall let him go {ree

e

instrument customarily used (Prov. X, 13 xit,
24) nnd sufficient 10 secure obedienoe Trom the
Tebellious siave, but not to injure him severely.
The masier was allowed to chastise his slave, but
not in a brutal manner so as to endanger his lLife
suerelv be i ghed, There wis no ﬁ'll:d ‘I:\ﬂﬁ.'.'nh'l-' -
the judges had to determine each case on 1S
own merits. The Mechilia declares that the
master was 1o be beheaded for such brutality
s """'""'d.-rr i #...r .ﬁ-ﬂ!af ]

21. & dov or rwp. The madter iz not then
punished, as 1t is clear that he had intended only
to chastise the slave. Similar considerations
have in all aged weighed in judEing a1 parent whoae
child ted in consequence of & cormection. The
death is then looked upon as on unfortungte
accident, nothing more.

he iz hix money. “This bare foct was pre-
sumplbive evidence that the master had not
intended to inflict serious injury, masmuch as
that would have mmvolved pecumiary loss 1o
himself” (H. Adler), In the circOmsTances, there-
fore, the financial loss was sufficient punishment

for b, I
—;?J.-;...-j o Jrr- - r.-l;,.r.-i'-,

i1, awoman. Either she was near the men who
ul'cn: fighting, or she had endeavoured to separate
them

mo harm, Le. no (atal injury (Mechilta),

ax the judpes determine. If the hushband makes

an exorbitant claim, the sum to be paid
fixed by the court. ;‘F‘“ paid 1 1o be

The Rabhbis r

ne homicide was here intended. :-lu'!ffs 1: .:L: r};r.;
moneary compensation. That the words ‘life
for lile are merely a legal term meaning *fair
compensation’, s seen from the paralle] passage
in Lev, xxrv, 18, which says: “He that smiteth a
beast mortally shall make it good: life for life*
This only means ‘fair compensation’ -

v otherwise
any man who slew an animal would have 1o forfeit

1:11' -I"'-'Ir|d|? -\-h-? i-r Lr,q-fnl'_.f:ﬁ? h.“r
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his own life in return! To remove all doubt as o
the meaning of the legal term ‘life for life’, the
same paragraph (Lev. xxiv, 21) states, "He that
killeth a beast shall make it good; and he that
killeth 2 man shall be put to death.’

This law of  retaliabon—
‘measure for measure’—existed among ancien
peoples, and persists to our own day in capial
punishment. In the Torah, likewise, this law
of ‘measure for measure’ is carmied out literally
only in the case of murder. ‘Ye shall take no
ransom for the life of a murderer, that &
guilty of death: but he shall surely be put 1
death,’ says Scripture (Mum xxxv, 311). Henes,
it is evident that other physical injuries which are
not fatal are a matter of moReFarY. COMPETSILTE
for the injured party. Such monetary com:
pensation, however, had to be eguitable, and
as far as possible eguivalens. This 15 the
significance of the legal rechnical ferms, “life {nr
life, eve for eve, and tooth for tooth &
Additional Note, p. 405,

vor JR X =2, Shen L.

W 2§ c.c,

28, wound, When blood is drawn.

stripe. 'When there is only a bruise. In.com-
puting compensation, the actual damage, the
loss of time, the cost of the cure, the pamn 2
the disfigurement, are all taken ino com
sideration.

26. bondman, The loss of any limb, from ihe
most essential down to the least indispensabl,
gave the slave immedic dom, if that loss
was due to brulal treatment by (he master. A&
cording to the Rabbinic interpretation, ¥. 2 “‘
=1 apply only to a heathen slave.
iiis & Hebrew, he was treated entire

mdemnilication,

his release. )
e¥e. The Rabbis regard ‘eye’ and ‘tool l::

typical, and enumerate twenty-four organs .“*;1.”

body which come within the operation of this }T
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EXODUS XXI, 14

jod cause it 1o comé Lo hand

5 will appoint thee & place whither
'hﬂ'...l flee. 7 14. And il & man come pre-
" II_,:,‘hxl_!-J'-' upon his neighbour, 1o slay
b ith guile: thou shall take him from
ol B I|'-.'|I1F|'T".-T"': die, N 13 And he
—emieth his father, or his mother, shall
I;t";'-l-"‘rl"" pul Lo death. Y16, And he tha
spleth & ma, wndd selleth him, or of he be
o 4 in his hand, he shall surely be put 1o
rﬂ"“. 0T, And he that curseth hes Tather or
::l |1I1|,‘i[':l-t!_ shall surely be put to death.
¢ 18, And if men contend, and one smite
the othet wilh n stone, or-with-Fes st and
he die pot, but keep his bed; 19, if he rise
agaif, and - walk abroad upon his siaff,
then shall he that smote him be quit; only
he shall pay for the logs of his time, and
shail ciuse him to be thoroughly healed, ¥18
r 30, And if a man smite hiz bondman, or

1 waily but ¢

i:ln.--.r|r!'|"_

3 nr-.,r-"“ by
ﬁ' ] .'_I

12-14. LAWS CONCERNING MURDER

13. lie not in wair. The Torah draws a dis-
inction  between  intentional and accidental
homicide.

God cause it o come o hand, The modemn
mind, whilst agreeing that all things are ultimately
controlled by God's will, does not atinbute
results to the fmmediaf: action of God. Not so
the Biblical idiom. Nothing happens except by
God's will: so if the murderer had no mtention
of killing his victim, the death must be due to His
decree.  English law retains the same idea, and
wes the term ‘act of God'; cf. nole on the
hardening of Pharaon s neart, p. 220,

a place. OF shelter from the vengeance of the
nest-of-kin. Special cities were to be set apart
for this purpose when the Israclites had settled
in Canaan (Num. xxxv, Deut. XIX).

Cefarndds Tpr-=gq _

4. from Mine afrar. Fven if it was a pricst
who officiated at the aliar, he was not 10 escape
his punishment, if his act was other than
unintentional homicide (Talmud). Among the
Greeks, an altar gave asylum o every murderer,
In the Middle Ages, the Church offered “sanc-
tuary' to criminals of every description.

317, Crimes AGANST PARENTS ) KIDRAPFING

15, smiterh. The Rabhis rule that only when

the blow left a bruise was the death penalty
Ncurred,

16, Healeth g man, Kadnapping for the pur-
Posc of selling the victim into slavery in a foreign
Had (cf, the story of Joseph), It therefore meant
bodh loss of liberty and spiritaal death to the
ViU, if an Israelite, It was only towards the
E"l of the eighteenth century that the slave

ale, i, organized kidnapping on a vast scale,
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with the hideous crueltics attendant on i, hegan
to be recognized in Western European countries
it something unspeakably vile,
or A ke be found, i "gnd he be found.
Prompted by the desire (o reduoce Egpit:l punish-
x as much as posiible, T Rabbis cling to the
tleral transiation ol these words. The wvictim
must have been seen by witnesses in the hands
of the kidnapper and also have been sold, before
the crime was punishable by death.

i« fevelied @ [lxsreesthivn = Mafihocs TR IS

17. curseth. The Rabbis declared that for
capital punishment to be incurred, the som mml.l
have used |hifwmr: Name itsell in cursing his
'pal'trlls_"'?n #l _FIH.I. @ m a '?'

put fo death, By a court of law, ani after
judicial trial not by the parents themselves, In
Rome, a father was allowed to put 10 death a
grown-up son, even for no reason whatsoever.

18-27. PersoNaL INFURIES
18, he die not. 1T the biow proved fatal, then
v, 12.apphied.

9. e quir. As soon as the injured person
u.u.][ks nhfﬂud. there can be mo possibility al
mansiaughter. : . :

fonss ::f fis pime. Hi. "his ceasing from uﬂhl
However, the Rabbis permitted him Eur o
compensation also of ather E!I:!I:Iﬂd!-. ré.l. or
pain he had suffered, the ‘shame’ he had ingurred

i di rement, e1c. Lzt
l||!r.r:;llll i:l Iﬂﬂ:r@rr}' healed. Pay the doctor's bill

(Talmud),
then slave, bocause he
2. bondman. Lo A heathe \ ks
only could be described as This money (see

i i”ﬁ q rod.  Belter with the rod, Le. the
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EXODUS XXII, 1

22 Crarter XXII

1 If i thiel be found breaking in, and be
smitien o that he dieth, there shall be no
hoodguiltiness for him. 2. If the =un be
him, there shall be blood-
gr.ii‘rlr'n.".'-" for him—he shall make redtiio-
tlaf: If be have nothing, then he shall be
sald Tor Wie theft, 1. If the theft be found in
hid hand alive, whether i1 be ox, OF ass, OF
sheep, he shall pay double*''" 5 4 If a
man cause & feld or vinevard to be eaten
andd ahall let hiz beast loose, and it feed in

risen o

another man's ficld ; of the best of his own
field. and of the best of his own vineyand
shall he make restitution. ¥ 5. IMfire break
aul. nnd catch in thorns, 5o that the shogks
ol oo or the standing corn, or the ficld are
consumed: he that kindied the hire thal
qurcly mike restitution. 7 6, If o man deliver
unto his neighbour money or $iuff 1o Keep
and it be stolen out of the man's hoise il
the thiel be found, he shall pay double. 7, If
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EXODUS XXI, 28

11.i.|u-|1lf'||"-| sake. T 18, And if anox ROTE
fot n or & woman, that they die, the gy

nl'l we surcly stoned, and its Nesh shall noy
IMrlll!rl. but the owner of the ox shall be
r-._-“- 29, Bul if the ox was wont 1o BOre in
.|-r:_rf past, and W arning hath been given 1o
:|I|, Cer, and He halh not kept it in, bt
 hath killed & man or & woman; the ox

i.||.l1| b ;1|*-.r',|:|,!_ and iis DWHEr also shind
he put 10 el there De lakd on him

wtkeom, then he shall give for the re.
demption of his life whatsoever is laid upon
him. 31 Whether it have gored a son. or
I'.-‘-'-f gored a daughter, according to this
judgment shall it be done unto him, 32
[f I|-H.' ox goréea hondman ora |."l."]'|-::|'.1.'.|_1n'|_=|nl
he shall give unio their master thirt rshekels
ol silver; and the ox shall be stoned. ¥ 11
Ko i ooman shall open a pit, or if a man
<hall dig a pit and not cover it, and an ox
ar an ass fall therein, 34, the owner of the
pit shall make it good; he shall give money
unto the owner of them, and the dead beast
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whether he have not put his hand unto s
neighbour's poods. 8 Faor every matier of
trespliss. Whether it be for ox, for ass, for

S Tliai re, the il pes

death was meted out for offences against property
well into the mineteenth century. In lsrael,
however, the death penalty was not inflicted
for an offence agninst property.

CHArTER XX I
1. dreaking . It *digging through.' The
houses were built of clay and cross-beams. and

the thiel dug a hole in the wall
ne  loodeniitinesy. The thiel would onmlv do
this in the dead of night, and it could not be
considered murder il the owner killed the in-
truder who, it 15 sawsumed in both ancient and
modern codes of law, would not hesitate 1o take life

| . | &
2, I Hacn  HpoR him. e, Upon the thief

If the burglary takes place after davbreak (Thn
Ezra, Nachmanides), the slaying of the thief is
murder, because it s not absolutely necessary
to take his life, :
for him., The murdered thief

fe shall make restitution. He who sieals in
the daytime; likewise, the thiel in the night who
18 caught in the act and not slain (Herxheimer,
for his theft. The Rabbis add that if the value
of the stolen animal was less than the price of
a slave, the thief may not be sold, 1If the thief
15 s0ld, 1t can only be for the *theft’: ie. the price
of the stolen article, and not for the four-fold
or five-fold fine which is imposed.
3. double. He must return the stolen animal
and give the owner another as 4 fine. This rule

was extended to all stolen articles,
> LY S e Aol
1 1M SwiFre (dag it Toned Aed

[ 3

N |
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4-14. DaMaGE BY UATTLE OR FIRE, AND Lawsy
OF SAFE-KEEFING

4. cafern. By cattle.

fer iy beast loose, Willully sending his cattls
to graze in a field which did not belong to him.
II' they wandcred there, without any culpable
neghgence on his part, he is not liable,

af the best. When estimating the damage, the
best of the injured man’s field is to be taken as the
basis of calculation of the value of the whole

K. fire break our. ie. a man kindles a fire in
his own field, and the wind carries sparks inio
a neighbouring field and a conflagration is
caused.

6, deliver, A man asks his neighbour to take
charge of valuables as a favour. He may wrh
o go on a journey, and in his own intersst
requests a person to safeguard his property.

ir be stolen, 1. the trustee affirms that there
has been u theft =

7. umio God. As in xx1, 6. Having solemnly
sworn that he had not emberzled what had been
entrusted to him, the trustee is free from all
obligation. In the event of his having perjuied
himself, his punishment would come from. God
Himself,

B. trespass. Here the equivalent of embezzie-
TENIL.

whereof one saith. Fither the owner or 4 witness
comes forward and identifies something which
5 1n the posscssion of the trustee or the e
as the lost property

fhis s ir. The thing lost.

i ﬂf'F-'i-t t-ij,—;.a-:.a- 1

=w». pur to dearh,

Mot by the ha Lia0
.W but ‘deafh By 1he hand of God

shall be his. ¥ 35. And if one man"s ox hurt
another's, so that it dieth; then they shall
gell the live ox, and divide the price of it:
ind the dead also they shall divide, 38,
Ol it be known that the ox was wont to
gore in time past and its-ovwner hath nod
kept it in; he shall surely pay ox for ox,
and the dead beast shall be his osn, 3 371
i man steal an 0x, or a sheep, and kill it,
or g21l it, ke shall pay five oxen for ag ox,
and four sheep for 8 sheep, ! "'_.,,;.'_'-., & u”'r“ el =

!6;{!-!.114'.

28-32, INJURY CAUSED BY A BEAST
18, ox. Or any other animal.
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OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY

XX, 33-XXI1, 14

stoped.  In order to implant horror against 11-34, TuROUGH NEGLECT OR THROLGH

murder. even the beast, although it had not a
moral sense, was 1o be removed from existence,
gince it was the cause of the destruction of a
human being, made in the image of God,

Mechilta). Nachmanides quotes as a parallel,
‘And the common man that draweth nigh shall be
put to death’ (Num. 1, 51), where the punishment
for sacrilege is left to God. peevtiné page

M. lafd on him. By a tribunal.

ransorn.  lit, “covering’. a payment for the
next of kin to forgive such intentional bloodshed:

. son . . . daughter. For the explanation of
is puzzling verse, and the light it throws on
the true meaning of the lex ralionis. (‘measure
o measure’), as well as on the immw?"'rﬂ.m:
moral difference between the civil le sdats
of the Torah and the Code of

onal Note F, p.

3, bondman, A heathen siave (Mechilta).

shekels (Lev, xxv, 3), 310

37. five oxi
heavier ratios, the penalty prescTi

The valuation of an adult lsraelite slave was 4 _HE&"-“.“—E’"l Code,

AN ANIMAL

33, open a pir. For the storage of water,
Where rivers are few and the rain falls only at
certain periods, water has to be stored and
covered. To ‘open’ a pit, therefore, means 10
remiove the covering and fail to replace it.

ox or an ass, Le. any animal, The law excludes
the human being, because il assumes that a
human being looks where he 1 walking.

. owner of the pit. The man concerned in
connection with the pit.
property ; il he left

CSSNESS, s _
he:;;!rlm he kiz. lLe. the mans who incurred the

loss (Mechalia).
36, wont fo gore. Sec o
shall be his owi, The
the wording in v. 34

It oeed not be his
it open, he is Hable for his

o v 4.
Heb. is identical with
 where ‘own’ is omitted.

17-XXI1, 3. Tnerr
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